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National Security Preparedness Effort
Homeland security is a United States national security agency formed on 25th November 2002, dedicated to ensuring that our homeland is secure, resilient, and safe against terrorism. Over the years, modern security has traversed and significantly evolved. Distinctively, the earlier civil defense and Security programs have been modified due to the formation of the Homeland Security Department thence coming up with the new plans to enhance peace and tranquility. Also, Homeland Security has had many contributions as far as government organizations and policies are concerned. 
  	  Throughout the 20th to the 21st century, the US’s attack and disaster preparedness programs have holistically evolved, courtesy of Homeland Security tenure. From the Civil Defense era, which comprised of activities, critically designed to minimize the real effects of war and terrorism on the civilians, Homeland security has authentically made critical changes that are security-oriented. First, circumspective changes are noticeable at airports when taking flights (Gonzales, 2016). Previously, one could arrive at the airport at any time, 10 minutes to the actual time of the flight take-off, and even other travelers literary delaying the flight because of their lateness. At the moment, the government policies have changed whereby passengers have to arrive at the airport strictly two hours before the time of their flight departure, specifically for screenings. In addition, in the country, cockpit doors have successfully been installed onto every airliner, not forgetting the daily air marshals that are patrolling to detect further terrorist acts in the skies. 
   	 Moreover, modern Homeland Security has systematically come up with the Surveillance program in the US borders that were unheard of in the earlier security programs that effectively monitor every individual’s movement and more so telephone conversations. In other words, everyone who approaches the United States border, their communications are onboard; hence, assurance that only liberal individuals are allowed into the country (Park & Paik, 2014). Additionally, delivery of flowers to government agency building cannot be necessitated without thorough scrutiny and subsequent clearance. The number of troops at our borders has dramatically increased a clear depiction on the new safety programs of Homeland Security. Statistically, before the actual establishment of Homeland Security in 2002, the number of troops at the US border stood at 15,000. After the establishment of the Homeland Security Department, that obtained its foundation after merging the 22 US agencies, the number of troops has much arisen by 70 percent, and it is yet to increase even further as time goes by (Hiemstra, 2014). The increment in the number of soldiers in our borders is a clear indication that the government has drastically prioritized internal security. 
Besides, various restrictions for passengers have been put in place at the United States airports. Unlike before (during the Civil Defense days) whereby an allowance was given to passenger to carry whatever they want with them to the airport, the scenario has tentatively changed whereby; certain items has been entirely restricted. For instance, carrying toiletry or liquids that are beyond a specific recommended size is prohibited. Besides, all the items have to be in quite definite and sealed bags. In contrast, neither food nor beverages are allowed beyond the airport security personnel.  
    Notably, Homeland Security has observable effects on government organizations and policies. The department has fostered and enhanced the United States Senate to make amendments and policies that have ensured more stringent scrutiny thence enhancing internal security (Lewis, 2014). Also, Homeland Security has led to the recent parliamentary call to ensure that every civilian in the US has got an Identity Card. 
Concisely, it is prudent to state that Homeland Security in the United States is playing a magnificent role in the realization of national and international security in general. Maintaining peace in our international borders by Homeland Security has fostered trustworthy from civilians. However, there is a need for the department to get more fund allocations to enhance new technological security measures. Similarly, more security personnel need to be deployed per annum, and when there is a need to ensure peace amongst the citizens of the United States of America.  
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